
 

   
 

Dear Member, 

Here is the latest news from the Relative Hills Society. 

The RHSoc Committee met at Slaidburn on 22nd November 2019, and several matters were resolved: 
 

Membership 

There will be two Options available in 2020: 

Ordinary Member: These will be affiliated via RHSoc to Mountaineering Scotland (MS) and receive all the benefits 

associated with MS membership including liability insurance. The fee for this will be £27.50 unless they are already 

affiliated by another route, in which case it will be only £10. There will still be a £5 discount for Joint Membership, but 

both must be affiliated to a national body (MS, MI, or BMC). 

Subscriber: These will receive a copy of Relative Matters and the regular newsletters, Relative Mutters, as, of course, 

will Ordinary Members. They will also be able to contribute to Relative Matters and have their names published in the 

Halls of Fame. The fee for this Option will be £10.  

NB Subscribers may transfer to Ordinary Member status at any time on payment of the appropriate MS fee. 

We believe that both Options will give excellent value for money. The advantages of being a Member, rather than a 

Subscriber, are that you will be able to attend, and vote at, the AGM, and join any Trips and Events organised by the 

Society, including the Annual Dinner and the St Kilda adventures. 

It was agreed that both Ordinary Members and Subscribers will need to complete an Application Form in this first year 

of affiliation to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). We have been in contact with most 

Members and are aware of which Option they prefer. Specific Application Forms will be sent out during December so 

there is no need for you to pay anything until you receive those. 
 

Halls of Fame 

It was agreed that RHSoc will continue to collect Bagtotals on behalf of the various Hofmeisters who have ownership 

of the Halls of Fame. However, again for GDPR reasons, we do need your explicit permission to allow RHSoc to pass 

your personal information on to the Hofmeisters and to publish your bagging details both in Relative Matters and online. 

We will, therefore, be sending out a pro-forma requesting your Bagtotals before Christmas for you to complete, sign 

and return to ourselves. Please do not submit your Bagtotals until you receive the Form. 
 

Website 

You may have noticed that our website ‘www.rhsoc.uk’ is still ‘Under Construction’. We are currently working on this 

and hope to have a Beta version online in the next couple of weeks. 

 

 

 

Notice 

We are sorry to report that Hoffer No.116, Peter Standing, passed away recently at the age of 72. He 

reached both the Hump Hall of Fame and the Marilyn Upper Hall during 2016 - a dedicated bagger. 
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Spring Bagger Rambles Islay 24-27 April 2020 

There are still a few places remaining for the Spring Bagger Rambles at Port Charlotte YH in Islay from 24th to 27th 

April 2020. The cost will be £79.80 per person for 3 nights, £26.60 per night. If you’d like to attend, please email 

gillmstephens@gmail.com to book a place, letting Gill know how many nights (2 or 3) and if you’d like to join in with 

a meal at the local hotel on the Saturday night. 

Annual Dinner and AGM, Banavie, 6th June, 2020 

There are still places available for Members and Guests at the Annual Dinner at The Moorings, Banavie, Nr Fort 

William. Please contact Jenny Hatfield on rhsocdinner2020@gmail.com for more information 
 

Readers’ Corner 

 What a talented lot you are. Yet another Member of the Society has advised us of a 

book that he has written. Kevin Borman entered the Hall of Fame in 2016 but he’s 

only a desultory Marilyn bagger as he now lives in Spain. However, he has been 

writing about the mountains for years. ‘Beyond the Dark Peak is a selection of 

Kevin’s mountain writing, most of it previously published in a wide range of 

magazines and journals. It's a paean of praise to the hills and an acknowledgement to 

the friends with whom he has shared mountain experiences. There is prose and poetry, 

reminiscence and reflection, but also lots of description, from 'an ordinary guy with 

the mountain bug. Not a high-flier, just an enthusiast bringing together tales of hill-

walking, trekking, wild camping, fell-running, in the process of exploring wild places 

throughout Britain and much further afield.’ It is available to order from Amazon and 

all good booksellers. 

 

Landmarks 

• Ian Galbraith and Phil Massey reached the Marilyn Upper Hall on separate days during the RHB meet at 

Newtonmore, early in November. A bright spot in Phil’s year as his football team continue to struggle – his Hill 

Bagging moniker is ‘Bolton’ so he must be a proper fan. 

• Our revered Chair, Rick Salter, added another feather to his already very fluffy cap when he reached the Dodd 

Hall of Fame at the same meet.  

• The Tumpmeister himself, Adrian Rayner, recently passed the 5000 Tump mark. 

• We can belatedly report that Richard McLellan has become only the second known person to have completed 

all 98 ‘Core’ European Ultras. He achieved this in August 2019, when he climbed Store Lenangstind in Norway 

accompanied by his wife – and our Secretary – Denise. Rob Woodall and Denise herself are hard on Richard’s 

heels but are unlikely to emulate his achievement. Vlad the Lad is not going to allow Rob into the Crimea any 

time soon and Denise’s completion is likely to be blocked by a band of Greek monks on Mount Athos with their 

men-only rule. 
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