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Life before lockdownMembers write about their hilbaggingyear: List completions; Simms completion; Core Europe
Ultras completion; island bagging; kayaking; climbing; backpacking; close shaves; poems; book reviews; adventures at
home ad overseas
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Grahams and Donaldal$01000" Marilyn, 1206' Hump,
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Jon Glew Region 34 and CumbrianAll-hills and Trigs; 6
Lakes/English lisand the English elememtf 11 further
lists (also 600th Marilyn, 1,200 Hump, 5,000th TurgD
lists allon Coniston Old Man
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98 Core Europ#ltras (29 known completion)

Rob Woodall

300" Ultra




Relative Hills Society Events

The following events habeen organised by RHSoc for MembersRmdpedive Members.The CovIEL9 pandemic has
inevitably led b changesFor the latest situationand for booking details;efer to https://www.rhsoc.uk/upcomng
events/

Spring Bagger Rambléslay,Port Charlotte YHAescheduled to Aprd3 ¢ 26, 2021
Gontact Gill Stephensiarhsoc@rhsoc.uk

Dinner and AGMIhe Moorings Hotel, Banavie, Fort Willimescheduled to Satlay 15, 202
Gontact Jenny Hatfield ahsocdinner2020@gail.com

Summer IsleslB bagging, Ullapadiopefully rescheduled to May 2021
Gontact Steve Gilliongiarhsoc@hsoc.uk

Sept 11¢ 15, 2020 St Kilda lahd MarilynsLeverburgh, Harris

A trip to hopefully bag theXdzNJ { &G YAt Rl LaftlyRaQ al NAf&ya o2yanlthisNIl >~ 5d
September, £350 pp all in for boats, camping, acdesstact Rick Salteviarhsoc@rhsoc.uk

Octoberc Decembey 2020 St Kila Stacs

Efforts will continue to get competent climbers out to the St Kilda stayzsn later this year, subject ©ovid19, NTS
permission and the wather! Contact Rick Salteriarhsoc@rhsoc.uk

November2020¢ Auumn Bagger Rambles @ T8\Ibrthern England

Subiject to review in August 2020. WHBocial Event, possibly with Award presentatidbgordinating voluneer sought
for location and organisation.

If there is a further event/trip that you are interested incdamay be happy to help organiggease cotact one of the
committee memberwviarhsoc@rhsoc.uk

Back copies oRelativeMatters2 and 3 are available to purchase bnly £5 each. Contact tHRHSoc
Secretaryviarhsoc@rhsoc.uk
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Top marks
Michael Earnshaw2019 Baglogfirst personto complete Simmas well adlarilyns

Liss completed during 2019

Simms(16/07/2019 on#6962 Cruach Fhiarach)
Irish Simmg17/09/2019 or#20601 Mag&laun)
SubMarilyns(16/11/2019 on#1213 Sgorr Tuath)

A busybagging year started early
with a drive north, reaching
Trinafour shortly after sunrisero
1st January. The pldor 2019was
to bag as many Simms as possib..__ . ——— AR - -
while sticking to fair weather’ :
walking. After further trips in £
February (Roybridge)and March
(Strontian & Mull) the excellent |
April conditions meant tat, by the
start of May, completio before
the height of the summer tourist
midge and shootingeason looked
possible.

Beinn Dearg Mor E Top with BeinrCalaidheimh behind

| like to have hedhg and plumbin
in the eveningso 13 hills froma
base at Carnmore in Fisherfield
were now the crux,the reopening L
of the Loch Quoich road Wing ———

brought some other hills back into playhe burnt steep southern slopes#if025 Beinn Dearg Mor in early Miadicaied
how dry it was; tleliberatelyvisited Smms with potentially awkward river crossings soon aft®hen the weather turned

in mid May I'd doe over 150 Simms and had 90 left, but few on convenient mimtim walks. Reckoning about 40 hill
days would do it | decided to keep pushing for a July finish, but managgaly off to visit Sule Skerthanks to Bob anh
Sarah Kerr for organisinfe trip.

After a longJunetrip to the northwest and far nortlonly 20summitsremained all but one south bGlencoeFavourable
weather in early July meant | enjoyed views —

from most of them, includingi4543 Caisteal Caisteal Abhail Far East Ty Earnshaw)
Abhail Far East Tam Arran- | hadn't fincied
the airy summit block at the end of a long dz
on my previous visit in 201Rdurning tothe
east side of Lah Lomond aftera tenyear
abserte was a ledown compared with so
many superb days elsewhere during 201
judging by the proliferation of atices, the
authorities seem very keen to tell visitors thi
various things they're prohibited from doing
After anight at Rowardennan hostel and :
morninground of #2949 Ptarmigan andt32
Ben Lomond | was glad teave for more
accommodating areasCompldion came on
#6962 Cruach Fhiarach near Arroch
accompanied by a small but eminent group
three, the bur of us faving a combined
Marilyn score of 4MB.




After 90 Simm hill days spread over nine separate trips in just over six months and more joupribgsA® to Inverness
than | wish to count] didn't travel north of the central belagain untiltwo trips inNovernber. After some desultory
bagging in farmland and forestdym Bloomer helpethe shake ofthe postcompletion lethargy with trips to Otterdrn
andKirk Yetholmplusa week in Kerry and Cork during which | bagged my five remaining Irish Sioumbineda visit
to Devon and Cornwall with a second trip of the year to the Channel Istaratsnplete the Humps up to the Highland
Boundary Fault this time to Guernsey, Sark aéttlerney, former home of Elisabeth Beresfokdore Womblerelated
baggihg in Someset (Wellington and Barrington) made up for failing to repeat Tobermokjarchon Mull.

Beinn Bian and A Chioch from A Chioch E (MjEarnshaw)

n, J—— ‘T'!

e

Jon Glew: 20stsand 3 HoFsn Coniston Old#lan.

Full list completions
Wainwright, Relativ&Vainwright, Birkett, Synge, Elmslie, Fellranger

PartialList Completions The English Elements:
Marilyn, Hump, Simm, Hewitt, Nuttall, Bridge, Buxton & Lewis, Bishop, Marsh, Hardy
County/Borough Tops (oflalescriptions)

Also
Region 34 completion, Cumbria County Comple(flhHill3, Cumbria Trig Completa (All types

Milestones
600th Marilyn, 1,200 Hump, 5,000th Tun}b Jan 2020



The 2019 Boat Race: 1 year, 2 baggers, 485 SIBs

Records are made toebbroken, and the 2016ecords set by Douglas Law (104 new SIBs) and Rob Woodall (110 but
including seveal repeats) were broken in 2018 by Jon Glew who bagged 113 new SIBs (not to mention his Tumps record)
during the year, as recorded in hisapping Mountaingrticle. Remarkably, Jon matched his total in 2019, while Bob Kerr
surpassed it to record 118 during the year. Bigse totals passed Igely unnoticed in a yeavhich saw the record more

than doubled, with the focus otwo new contenders.

Andy Sutton startedhe year on 22551Bsand with his sea kayaking skills he wowed the island bagging community with
fine photcs of a seemingly endless succession of islaaa@s)managing to land on Pembrokeshire's Gewni in aciémn,
a feat onlyotherwise achieved by Glew.

Andy'sCetushauled out on Paba#19056 (ASutton)

Alan Whatley stded the year on 140, and with a few more to go at, he too made rapid progresshwiéhd Andyboth
passing the 100 mark in early summer. A trip to the Western Isles was particularly meatorablan, visiting Eilean
Kirkibost in & two seater inflatabe kayak which may have been satisfactory for pre teen children but not for Rob and
myséf. My paddling skills were the equivalent of shaking a cocktail whilst having my head between nfly Amaesth

later, the highpoint was relocated to the south endlud island, so he returned, and with the aid of some local knowledge
and a low tide, maaged to reach the correct summit without even the need of wellies. Another kayak collabdnation

a conic elementwhen the wetsuited Whatleppproachingzilean Chalim Chilleencounteredan (unmappedfauseway
underjustan inch of water! Woodall subsagntly noticed the word Tidal written on his Landranger map, frqureaious

visit.

Bob Kerr arranged mumber of boat tripgluring the year, whilst Alan Holmes' June trip to Shetland gave us a grandstand
view of proceedings, with Sutton kayakinn

to manyislands which the rest of thgroup ==
accessed by motorised means. B
Whatley's appetite for islands cdntied
unabated, and he finished the year with
astonishing year totabf 274 with Sutton
on 211. Tt was a great year never to be
forgotten, requimg considerable planning
substantial effort and the ability to manag
weather, tides and sea condition274, a
record to be broken? Of cour¥ed ® 0o
by me."



http://mappingmountains.blogspot.com/search/label/A%20Year%20in%20the%20Life%20of%20a%20Hill%20Bagger%20-%20Jon%20Glew

Bert BarnetBaglogFourth time round the Corbetts

| was mostly visiting the 89 Corbetts2019 which topped up a fourth set. Otherwise, snapping plantcbatnued to
keep me interested. Hiplanning for 2020 is unusually vague, with no specific list in my sights.

Cat Law (Bert Barnett

Richard Mclellan: Final Core European Ul8tore Lenangstind, Norway

Store Lenangstind, at 1624m, P1576r
is not a particularly high peak but,
located in Northern Norway ata
fFrdAGdzZRS 2F chpPT W™ -
Y2NIKSNI & / 2NB 9« o
mountain of steep, raw rock rising }% _

Richard Mclellan atop Store Lenangstind, his 98th and @inat Europe [ta

from a landscape foglaciers and sea
f20Kad® hy (GKS LR
couple of hours drive from Tromso
which is well served by fligh

It was in August 2019 that Denise an’s
| arrived at Tromso, picked up a hirg
car and drove east through fine
mountain scenery. May of the peaks
here are P1000s rising from birc
woods, with the middle slopes turning
to grass and a carpet of low berr ; - oS ~
bushes, toppedby rocky ridges. A lot of the summits can be reached by the DNT network of well marked paths, but these
are for anothe trip. We take derry for the 3@minute crossing of Ullsfjorden to the Lyngen peninsula; here the scenery
changes, with@aring rock peaks with steep snow slopes and gullies. Our trail head is Koppangen at the road end on the
East coast; we arrive late the afternoon. VE QR 6 SSy KSNB 0ST2NBI Ay WdzyS HamT I
Lenangstind when a pair ofdal climbers returning from a ski tour confirmed our fears that the fresh snow had left the
steep gullies at high risk of avalanche.

(@]]



The summit hachow become my last to climb of the 98 Core European Ultras. We shouldered sacs heavy with climbing
and @amping gear and set off from sea level along the Koppangsdalen, initially on a track throughdudshalong the

edge of the wide valley. Such easyrg was not for long and we were soon ascending over loose, irregular rock scree
YR 02 dzf R&NBfhardmiled i rebch thupper valley at 400m where we pitch the tent in an idyllic camping
spot beside a turquoise glacial lake with a vievtaire Lenangstind on the distant ridgeline.

k'or-ibar_]gsda'len cami® Mclellan)

The next day dawned fine and leaving the tent we continloagthe gently angled valley, boulder hop the gushing icy
water of the wide river and reach the fice of the snout of the glacier. We are soon @hing in crampons, weaving
our way around the deep channels of running water. Above 1000m the glasieowscovered, hiding the crevasses so
we travelled ropeedzLJ® L G4 Qa | FAYyS dietridded by Bngréssivé Fodky praksiriSinglioSsies. 3 |

The sides of the glacier steepen into gullies rising to the ridge line, but all are guardedtipjencomplex bergschrunds

leaving deep chasms with upper walls of overhanging ice. Earliee iyetlr these are filled with snow, and snow bridges

provide a means of crossing onto the steep snow slope beyond, but not this August. We try eachgulliguinnothing

proves straight forward until we reach the end of the south ridge. For the rakeaday we work our way up a complex

crest of cragaind gullies and cross the South Top. Finally, we arrive above a 30m rock wall, with no easy wayen and t
YIEAY adzYYAld Aa adAatt | t2y3 gke& 2F7Fd dsivaranviice auSelveskngty ¢S |
perhaps the bergschridd ¢ SNBYy Qi +a dzy FNASYRf & a4 FANBRG GK2dAKG | yR

T < The next morning we gmrt under skies grey with
heavy cumulus, summits in cloud. An hour later, as we
crunch over the glacier, the cloud breaks and blinding
sun lights thepeaks ahead bringing with it renewed
2LIAYAAYD LGQEA ndYnnund KSYy 48§
in the most nortterly gully. It takes us a while to find
a weakness through the lower edge of the ice to a
ledge where we can look down to smooth rock slab
below. | scape steps down the solid bulge of blue ice
FYR &idlFyR 2y (KSlodk@d@jtoaf | o d
assist Daise, she lands beside me with a dull thud
having slipped on the ice but luckily missed me. She

2 : ! appears OK and we set off along the rock ledge
passingunder leaning, dripping blocks of ice until able to climb back out onto the upppe ®f the bergschruiR® L (i Q &
further than one might hope as, roped and step by step, we traverse the band of icy snow above the ever deepening

9




bergschrund. We arrive on ttenow field proper; interestingly, it feels a lot steeper than if had looked frefov. | set
off upwards kicking deep steps in the hard icy snow.

After 12m | cut a stance and, as Denise starts to follow, the sound of falling rock echoes around. ihglalhcet the

wrong side of the gully to where the sound must be bouncing fioemise is crouched dgehoglike in a ball. Football

sized rocks bounce down the slope to our left and fragments of ice tinkle around us. The mountain falls silent, Denise
uncurls and continues to me. | peer up the steep snow/ice which rises, seemigy/NY A y | 0 f ® Be aoth@ & I 2 A y =
long day.

Our 12m pitches make little impression on the task before us but slowly we gain height on the 50 to 60 degree slope. The
edgeof yawning bergschrund below just takes a little getting used to. The front pofilmisr crampons mustcrape small

steps in the snowy ice for 200 unrelenting metres before we reach the ridge and col. From the col the ridge is free of
snow and ice but tb rock is loose and shattered. There is no hint of a path nor cairns. We leaveoorsuiand axes and
pickour way up onto the loose rock. Finding a route around the rock gendarmes is fun if a little frustrating at times. More
GKFy 2y 0S L (dkah ishpasse, BuDeadh timieSale @il &n alternative route amehy orwardsp  Lfin€d & |
afternoon and wam in the bright sunshine. Close to the summit we reach a 2m wide steep icy gully and | regret leaving
crampons and axes. We have to descend until etbtgoss the ice, but we do find a way across. The difficulties eventually
ease ancht 14:30 we reach theummit having left the tent at 06:00. The weather is kind and we sit in hot sunshine on
the cairn perched on edge of the sheer drop of the SE fadewBe fine vista of rocky peaks, deep valleys and wide
gleaming white glaciers. fike peak on which teomplete the Core European Ultras.
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Britain

Glenshee New Year

A floodlit tow
and a slatéce run

with tankedup skiers
in the midnight gold.

There are worse ways
by far

to bury

a year

and welcome its heir
into light.

Roderick Manson

Eric Yang: The Year of...

The Year of the Umbrella. We circumnavigated Maol Claesang (982) taking in the Simms of Torrielike Meall Dearg

(4396) and greeful Meall nanCeapairean (4389) from Coulags; a bright, breezy, showery June day foretold. My
conspicuoliza LINB G NHzZRAY3I 32t F dzYoNBffl &SttSRY a2KIFG | &a2FGSSH
We overtook a pony trail of nine horsesulti-day trekky 3 FNRY RAA&AGFY G S5NHzYylI RNROKAG G 2¢
0KS dzyroNBffl > OdzRRAS&E ®

We were lucky. The first torrent lashed us on the up slopes of Meall Dearg. Tucked in behind a boulder the brolly became

a tent to the tattoo of burstingainblobs. On to@another cloudburst opened on us as we struggled to keep mostly dry.

Passing Loch an Eaipitter-LJ- G G SNJ LINBf dzRS 3+ @S dza GAYS (2 NBIFOK | adlf{:
Ay GKS 31 YS1 SS LIS Ndlaured @dgy prdtéctingis frardzNgatiéritz) hattering. Time for a dry snack

and a clear bespectacled view of thild weather. So the old gamp is perfect in the right conditions and given time to

stop. Laugh if you like.

It could also have been The Year of theaBal. A scorchig shared Scourie week found us closer to melting on Ben More
laaeyidQa o wmmappoached femilenfOykeé angd Benmore Lodge. Peace and quiet to enjoy the fresh moraine
and lochan evidence of the most recent glacial phase andglastal solifltion terracing on Carn nan Cobhairean (3288).
Likewise the quartzite capped Cul Mor (1208ne of my top ten Corbetts, and its uncapped satellites provided superb
walking in a great setting.

Meallan Odhar (4367) provided distinct evideridea Dawson Disentling and Cairn Reconstruction project. Now that is
dedication to providing us with agcacy. Man has left his mark all over the hills. How about the weighty gnome on Sgurr

FRDKE I AaSAyQa OFANYy® 2SS { dzNIW&E. Iflgdu ¥ eveNmmmt Ro wallkuN Hilk of @ariiél S NI J A
6nmnTt0 FNRBY Df Sy ¢ Sniséifglithe tntrdz&jtiafed deanil@ SubeRok réck tur@edzintd & giant white

and black dice. No turning that.

A Year of Wildlife added further interest. Were attacked i a grumpy nesting greenshank above Glen Roy. | saw 50+
deer enjoy mixed bathing in a domountain lochan above Strath Rannoch. A dog fox marking its territory with its
unmistakable pungent odour. We disturbed a barn owl from its disused oost in Stth Dearn. Even a tusked sow

boar, its beady eyes sharp enough to find our thrown tattiReptiles were well represented by warty toads, newts, a
slinky slowworm and a sunning adder @sg off to its grass burrow S& G ®@ | S NB alh suri lalicgrBon G K S @
warming world.
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Chis Crocker: The Database of British and Irish Hills: Ugey;doniefing

Early last year we published the results of the November 2018 user survey. The time and thieeghty respondents

were gratifying. Cle NI @ 2 Yl y& dzaSNBR OFNB Fo62dzi G4KS RFIGlolraSe LG o1t a
years since | retired from my final job as a statistician in market research. As expected, there wagal&otsation of

opinion, but the sampleegmented readily and most readers will be able to identify a segment they belong to. The

editorial team hen met at Alston YH. The weather was too poor for the traditional hill survey, but that gave us more time

to discuss the development of the databa&®aders can access the results and a summary of our review on the DoBIH

website atwww.hillsdatabase.co.uk/downloads

As in the 2008 and 2010 ussurveys, feedback was overwhelmingly positivefabit several responses were along the

fAYyS&a 2F GR2y Qi TFTAE a2YSiKAsfiahs fdr Knprovenietityftiile fidehdngsS sfdodbouth ¥ (1 K S
as being the most desirable. However, to make hecessary changes to the Hill Bagging site dvbela very big task.

We think an Android app is the right way to go, leaving the website in more oklésd OdzZNNBy i F2 N¥Y & / dzNN
have the programming skills in house, but Simon is lookingeapossibility in the longer term. A good iOS apfbed Hill

Lists is authored by Graham Haley, who scrupulously updates it after each release of tHetBmBjh it lacks the Tumps.

'RFY /2tS8S34Q ! YRNRAR | LILJZ . NX dre\tBafthréedats@lE A& Y2NB o0l aA0 |y

We added the Yeamans ar@lems in response to the support for historically important lists. These lists were first
requested morehan 10 years ago and seem more deserving than some of the other suggestions, such as olé&Nsts of E

2000s for which there are modern equivalentsS\M@ @S y 2 i NHzZ SR 2dzi FdNIKSNJ I RRAGAZ2Y 3
our intention to make the DoBl a repository for historical lists.

2850@¢S KFR G2 RSTSNJ I &l NUzO pretttation @ ill-ngh@®S Thie plan @/ds tolsyile HAl A Y LI A T &
blFYS FASER Ayid2 Gs2Y 2yS FASER O2ydl Ay A yndirst), and thaNahd S NNB R ¢
field the alternative names. This has proved troublesome to program wittmapcomising searchability. Parents are an

issue, It not the only one. It remains an objective.
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http://www.hills-database.co.uk/downloads

2500S RSOARSR I3l Ayad 3Aicared Al namesin thefdatabdsy. BVé were iMbblekidi siaiird NA O f
the expert help that would be essentiadl ¥ ¢ SQNB (2 LINB JARS ( kyShat we ki for withtk S R S 3 N.
numerical data, and which our users are entitled to expect.

We continue to devie much effort to reviewing hill data, using online resources (principally LIDAR and OS Maps) that
weNBy Qi F@FAtFoftS |G 20kK33 Quirenty the fcusisdaNdnafgirzal HumpsSRBAdErg waktiylg a
summary of changes to the main raiag hill lists will find them on the DoBIH website in the Database Notes under

G/ KFy3asS w M af thé difimdE verdions o the DoBIH will fithe Revision History useful. A chronological list of
classification changes for all lists can be obtRneA y G KS / KFy3aS [23 2y GKS 1 Aff .33
I KFy3aSaé Ay @&KS BHEINR60ABPISKAA dlikd Ay Of dzRS OKFy3Sa Ay

Henry MarstorBaglog Leicestershire Hall entry

| started 2019 with 564 on my bagging listandi38 R 2 @ CANRG a2YS LQR YA&daSR Ay (KS
East to meet a French périend in London was extended to the south of thkames to clean up Sections 41 and 42.
Travelling back north, it was getting dark at 2873 Bardonrditlfoo far from home so easy to return to.

Now there was a plan. Bardon Hill would be my 600th,ectosan orienteering event near to it on the 148geptember,
YSFEYAYy3 | ONRLI G2 a022L) dzLJ mH 6 yR 2y Stramway (well, wK®Nd KA f £ & d
KIS RNAGSY dzdos 2yia2 GKS [ t1y Liflway gft@drdie lricky Mdey-gést ati NA LI 2y
Porthmadocwith a diversion south to bag or rebag Plynlimon, as | was not confident that my memory of climbéasg it w

correct.

The Bardon Hill expedition was planned to link with the British Orienteering Sprint @ireships at Loughborough
University. The summit pty of 7 (+ 1 dog), comprised Antony Whitehead, Kevin Palmer, Andrew Wilkinson, daughter
Maya with Pixieand her friend Kira, my wife (Pat Marston) and | assembled in the evening for a modest 40 minute walk
A nicely balanced group, Antony having visited Great Central Railway during the day picked out butterflies and
benchmarks. With their local knowledgkevin and Andrew were able to pick out the best routes, and Kevin was able to
use his professionaxperience to help Pat over the tricky bits. And were treated to gymnastic exploits on the trig
point, as well as wektarned Champagne and Lemon Chease!

Was | ready to put my feet up? No! A quick insurance trip to the Welshpool hand of 5 f#i3ttate tamperers who
might seek my relegation. @OMLs, 2 WWWWs (We Welcome vimdhaved Walkers), 2 ROW access. | feel safe that my
2019 entry to MarHomill stand!

Data: 2019 Marilyns: 44 (42 definite first ascents, 2 for reassurance of having)visiteal: 606 2019 Humps: 46 (44+2)
Total: 701 (suject to reassessment of earlier ascents, etc)

Anne Bunn: Wombling over The Simms
Who needs outdoortops?

| am referring to the common sight of lost gear in the hills. Not just the usual finds fdlaves, broken walking poles

or sun glasses. Tlypoves incidentally seem always to be left handed singletons. There have also been some more unusual
finds, either put to use or at least cleared off the hill. Uncle Bulgaria would be pleased. Herstardgw that come to

mind.

It was a glorious day iApril and we were en route to Gearr Aonach 4023 689m p32, above Glencoe. Lying on the track
leading intothe Lost Valley there lay what at first looked to be some kind of dead animal. On closer insjiestis one
of those Russian style hats. Not tocelg to cart around all day, and later found to be a perfect fit.

In September we had a week on the isfé.smore. One cycle ride took us past a remote and long since deserted caravan.
Amongst the numeruos rusting tins of food, there was a perfectly irtand drinkable can of Magners cider. Okay on

reflection it was slightly out of date, but after much seahrching | decided to give it a good home. Not quite as bountiful

as finding an abandoned ruckgamontaining 7 cans of Budweiser on the North YokkBiE a2 2 NBR X odzi G KI G Qa

In November we were cycling to the head of Glen Feshie, numeroussSiram there on our agenda. On the return
journey there was a black Sealskinz glove lying onrdmekt Nothing unusual there, other than it beinghtidnanded.
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However it matched almost perfectly to a previously found left handed Sealskinz glove, mdiiemtally | was wearing
that day. What coincidence.

We were returning from An Torc/ Boar of Badeh 4054 739m p84. On the track | found a tube tddfayelash glue.
Since | had no use for this, | gave it to Eric!

Previous years finds which | am stiing include.

1. A pair of socks found on Cut Hill 2879 603m p89

2. A shirt hanging off a roadysi in Balquhidder Glen

3. A hanging basket on theramit cairn of Caw Fell 2425 697m p22
4. Outdoor chair in Glen Clova

5. A very useful half full can of Sige. Found somewhere remote.

One item not yet put to use is a fine pair of false teeth, found anghimmit cairn of Carn a Chiaraidh 3043 871m p47
North of Blair Atholl.

If any of these items seem familiar, please let me know. Particularly if you amenier of the false teeth.

It can go the other way too of course. | seem to have mislaid a baginmmga hat, gloves and head band. So if you are
eve in the vicinity of Crealjy Qhaorainn 870 998m p37, please keep an eye out for it.

Obituary: Rowlandd@vker- Hoffer No 1 (1930 2019)

Chris WatsonAn era has ended in the world of Relative Hilldwtite death of Rowland Bowker during 2019. Rowland
ayR KAa gAFS !'yy aGFENISR oF33Ay3 GKS al NAf &agpublishéddala i | &
by the time this photo was taken in 1998 on their 1880 a S Bhkifine, th€yere 350 clear of all but one other Hoffer.

| firs met them a couple of years after this on a trip to the
Bishop Isles in 2001. Despite Rowland suffefiogn a bad leg,
which dogged the rest of his life, he kept up with me easily. |
was amazed that aZfyearold could walk like that but that
was befoe | got more involved with Marhofn and discovered
that sprightly septuagenarians were the norm rather rththe
exception!

Rowland carried on bagging hills until his early eighties but
threw in the towelonce he reached 2501 Humps (and 1546
Marilyns). Thiglid not prevent Ann and himself from travelling
around the world and he visited around 200 countriesatal.

As you might gather from this, Rowland was a very organised
person and even had the foresigio write his own eulogy which was read at his fraleand is reproduced below.

Rowland was born in 1930 at Winterley in Cheshire and after attending Sandbhool studied Mathematics, Physics
and Oceanography at Liverpool University. After graduatind 954 Rowland embarked on a spell of living andkingy
overseas starting with a year studying Sociology in Stockholm. This was followed by a spelkbftBagfing in Provence
and a year teaching physics and chemistry in Ankara.

From 195760 he lectued in mathematics at Wednesbury Technical Coll€ge.urge to live overseas soon came back so
in January 1961 he flew by Comet to work as an Educationiledifi Malaya. This was followed by two years of teaching
English, Mathematics and Science in Beolg

Rowl and met Ann on acoeiala®l Beth lkesn hil walkerstthey sodn start&ll bagging hills such
as Munros, Corbetts and the Eigljl and Welsh 2000ft summits. From 19@&8B Rowland lectured at Stafford Polytechnic
while Annlectured on Computer Science at Wolverhampton Polyiechn

Rowland had not lost his passion for foreign travel but Ann insisted that it should be combindinbithg some of the
worl dés significant mountains. A rdoerggMounhAraramKimapaluoMoent s e a s
Fuji, Mount EtnaKilimanjaro and Mount Whitney.
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They had another spell overseas from 1968 to 1970 where Rowland wasstanA$xofessor of Mathematics at the
Imperial Ethiopian Air Force College in Addis Ababa. Dhgithis time they had their son Martin. Returning te BK
Rowland lectured at Loughborough University while Ann lectured at Trent Polytechnic.

Rowland took arly retirement in 1982 and Ann followed suit a few years later. They retired to Cumbria \akiElthgm
an excellent base for hill walking. They atlsecame voluntary wardens for
the Lake District National Park and joined Keswick Rambling Club.

Ann finisted her Corbetts in 1992 and the next day they found a copy of Alan
Dawsonds Rel atdinii\adst wihich gave thenf theiB greatest
challengeyet.

In recent years Rowland has spent quite a lot of time studying and attending
conferences in Paragshology. He concluded that it is highly probable that
we survive death.

6N
WIS SE ) i
\\ g T He is survived by Anmd their son, Martin.

Dee Rogersl met Rowland often Wwen we were Voluntary Wardens with the Lake District National Park. He carried out
a variety of dutieg work parties, routine surveys, checking access land etc. On a work party it was iakessing to
KSFNJ Foz2dzi w26t yR | ytBokthgmaaver thd wibrfl AThereiwhslusdlly raore ghatitharikwork
at these occasions with Rowland. Bl¢ & | f 42 AY(iSNBAGSR Ay 20KSNJ LIS2LX SQa

SELJ

what you had climbed. When Tony told him that, amongst otheitill ¢S KIFIR 06SSy dzLJ { GF O t 2f € I A
@2dz 3SG G2 GKS &adzY YA K éad ho# HeQvagaMay$S fleasedto catzhdayliRut buKaiways vey K

willing to pass on infanation and provide helpful advice from his vast experience.

RobWoodall Rowland and Ann were a towering presence in the early diaig$iBI| have an amusing recolleatiof him
speaking disdainfully of the Synges, then saying he was compiling a listhafpadamed points in the Lakes!

Lionel Bidwell When | worked aNottingham Trent Polytechnic | shared an office with Ann Bowker in 1977 and Rowland
often dropped in. Athat time he was frequently travelling abroad to tick off new countries. The filidigiil remember

them working on was Bridge published in 19A8n was always telling me details of their exploits to the Lake District,
climbing hills at home and abad and how they were completing long distance trails. This last activity was oftéedcar

out by using two vehicles and parking at opposite endkaét RIF @ Qa aSOGA2Y YR al NIAYyZ
either Ann or Rowland. When they met, Martioutd choose which way to go, back or onwards. This was the method by
which they completd the Pennine Way.

It was an exciting day, when Ann came irtte bffice one morning to tell me they had bought a copy of a book of a new
list of hills published by AteDawson, soon after its first publication. She proudly told me they had already dliovie

600 Marilyns with ticking off Munros, Corbetts and Grakaand other hills in Wales and England. Further Marilyns now
constituted much of their time at weekends@ holidays.

These stories resulted in frequent visits to the northern Lakes and toteatty follow in their footsteps and retire to the
Lake Distritand join the Voluntary Rangers and Keswick Rambling Club.

After | had been on three annual trips to 8aad with the Voluntary Rangers, Rowland would repeatedly tell me that |
would never inish the Munros with one visit a year and this provided me Wlith incentive to visit Scotland more
frequently and complete them in six and a half years.

During this ime we would frequently see Rowland and Ann on Keswick Rambling Club walks and Yy &aniger work
parties. | remember Rowland telling me that hisgiat was to travel on six overseas trips a year bagging new countries
and mountains. We were scheduled tmavel with them on a trip to Guyana, Surinam and French Guyana, but
unfortunately RoMand damaged his tendon in the Outer Hebrides and was flowmspital by helicopter. Rowland and
Ann did later go on a cruise to complete South America.

i K

Inrecentyea ! Yy Kl & 0638y RAIFIy2a8R 6AGK ! 1 KSAYSisidxathdry R w2 ¢t

house in Portinscale he was always interested/imich countries we had been visiting and our recent Marilyn exploits.
He would get out his maps and therld atlas on these visits and his latest copy of MARHOFN was always on the table.

Hewas clearly a lifelong ticker because his last activity | meseof was drawing pictures of National Trust properties.
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Mam Ban

This is the Top that never was,
anidea in the pages

and the pictures in mind,

the vision of

my friend

still here.

It may be this point will continue

to languish,

elevation forever dead,

but not every memorial has to be built
to be seen and recognised.

Roderick Manson

Obituary: NigeThackrah (19452019)

Ray ThackrahNigel was born in Reading in 1945 and fasdyn
started to move Northwards with his folks, first to Bedforalahen g
lIkley, Yorkshire when he was aged around 5 or 6. This was fi
as Yorkshire had been the honué his Thackrah ancestors foljias
centuries, probably back into Viking times, from whettee B
surname originates. Their house was right on the edge ofylIK8
Moor and he and his brother spent a lot of time free ranging acr (i

that wonderful place. The fun of o climbing was soo
discovered, on the Cow & Calf rocks and the aptly named R¢&
Valley. They managed some solo ascents on boulders that
haveb&y G fSFaAaGXd mn F220 KA L
then managed to survive intact.

of posts in the Chemical Industtyefore his retirement he was th
Health & Safety Manager for ar¢ge industrial factory. He always
led a very active outdoor life, particularly rock climbing _j:
walking He lived in the Peak District where he honed his raf
climbing skills but spent not of his spare time in Scotland.

Bolton where Ray led him up hiNf& LIN2 LISNJ Of
before it became apparent that Nigel was a much better clim v
than hisbrother and he started leading, then dragging, him
harder and harder routes.

Nigel completed many long distance walks, including The Pennine W&y, T¢ K YS& t I 6 KX ¢KS / 2
Path, The Lyke Wake Walk and many more. He alsoranl7in& 2 ya~ wmu KIF £ F YI NI (®@atsa
to Lands End-urther afield he had climbed or walked in USA, Nepal, Corsica, the Dolomrseeds and Alps. For many
years he was a volunteer Park Ranger in the Peak District National Parkaoitvamember of Kinder Mountain Rescue

Team. Fellow team members wesbvays impressed by his map reading skills which he put down to early trairtimg
Cadet Force. He also helped run a community hyatieotric scheme which often seemed to involvargling chest deep
in the River Goyt clearing the filters of fallen disb
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Rick SalterHis Hil. | 3 3 A y 3 Siack & chiliito@dan the shadowilkfey

Moor, | have revelled in being in the mountains. This expressed itself in
climbing & Munro kgging, until completion in 2003. Since then, | ha
climbed the Wainwights, Munro Tops, Nuttalls, Furths, Birketts, Donalds
Tops, Fellrangers. Aift being introduced to the hilagging site, | have
discovered the joys of Tumping & County completidargets for the future,
are Corbetts completion (4 left), Grahams (1), WOs & Synges. N
chance of finishing the Marilyns, but the Upper HoFld/be nice. Live in News
Mills, Derbyshire, with a view of Kinder Scout from our front gardén 3

Accordingto the Hiltbagging site, Nigel completed the Corbetts, got to 1#=
Grahams, completed the Wainwright Outliers and reached 578 Syngesf+
short). His Malyn total stood at 802. Halvay between the HoF and Uppef§
Hall. He completed 86 county and unitary laotities, comprising 133358
Tumps. Putting him then third in the leaguabte for County/UA Tump
completions In 2017 he climbed with a number of otheadgers, Arran Tor"®
Mheadhonach 332m P69, his 3000th Tump, only a few weeks after completing a coursenotizdrapy.

Nigel Thackrah died peacefully on 9th December 2019 inyBhinle aged 74

Adrian RaynerMy first time to meet Nigel was on 23rd April I8
when we met to make a joint completion of Nottinghamshire and f

both of us it was our 50tHump courly. Along with Smudge that A
morning | meé Nigel who was wearing a Robin Hood hat that he hir . P =
especially for the day. Apparently he was going to ke entire N A
outfit including green tights but held back as he had not met an
us before that day. On neting us he soon realised that the falitfit
would have been appreciated and he relaxed in our compafy
photo taken by SmudgshowsNigel and | onhe summit of Ollerton @&
Pits Wood for our joint 50th county completion. .

Ollerton Pits WoodV Smith)

Since tenwe have met up agaima exchanged messagdise latest
of which related to a Puffin Island trip which he had to withdraw fro
as his health precluded him joining us.

A sadoss to this community.

Rob Woodalll met Nigel in 2017 when we bagged Mount Manisty. | was unabléwe dt the time and he kindly invited
meto stay at his house, so | took the train to New Mills and on Saturday he drove me across to Birkenheathdat th
trip - then next day he took me to Beeston Castle to complete the Cheshire West tumps. A truendesm absolute
pleasure to meet him ahMarie. That day we also found a fewd®anceSurveybench marks the benchmarkswebsite
indicates he subsagntly ticked off nearly 2000 BMs in under 2 yeagser the enthusiast!

In his rock climbing days hecided the Old Man of Storr and one of its neighbouring pinnadhesdidn't summit either
but he's the only person I've met who's even tried. He alsmmitted the tricky Gale Commadnimp.

TrigpointingUK profileHillwalker, climber & mountaineer all niije. Mainly hill bagger & list completer since retirement.
Introduced to collecting benchmarks last year. Decided to see how many trigs | can laayéothe years & maybend
a few more not on hill tops [Nigel logd 1065 trigs, including 846 pillars]

Gill Stephensl first met Nigel in the 1990s when | joined Kinder Mountain Rescue Team. Nigel wasstidrighed
member and was just about th@cest, kindest bloke on the team, always patient with the newbiebgreat at teaching

us the ropes @i SNI f f 2 0 @ IS g+a Ffogrea FdAft 2F KdzaASte AyFSOGAz2;
YSY2NASE 2F Of AYOAYy3 ymnighi dimbing sBsSibns Whién the deant dddifrienddz$athéted on the
Derbyshire outcrops. There were nuroas team hut weekends, where | was delighted every time that Nigel invited me
to do some longer mountain climbs. He was a much better climber thasorttés gave great opportunities to be dragged
up harderroutes. @S 2 F (G KS KI LILIA S Kluhro ¥YoBipiedidndn $Mall, wheén a hugegérig of friends and
family gathered on Ben More to toast the occasion, followed by a convivial meal in Tolyeriben | moved to Bonsall,

| lost touch with Nigel for a couple géars but, when a friend told me heas ill, | got back in touch. Despite his illness,
Nigel just kept on bagging, always with a hugely positive attitude. He organised a fantasti¢pbfmsta whole bunch

of baggers to climb Ben Aden and, shortheaftards, he snuck off with a pal andmpleted the Corbetts. It got harder
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to meet up after | moved to Scotland in 2018, but we still managed to catch up a few times. He still kepg bagui

as long as he possibly could, steadfastly refusing to bgpstb by illness and trying really labio get towards a Graham

O2YLX SiAz2yd {IRféxz KS RARYyQdG YIFI1S Ado LQft Ffglea KIF@S
gent and absolutely one of the best.

Eddie Harwood: Close Shawesglass and fighter pilot

The theme dose shave immediately brings a memory of an 18 year old me taking a school friend of mine up
Cruach Ardrain. The temperature was several degrees below zero with a gale blowing and 10m visibility. After
crossing Stob Dubh | went round to the sheltered east side and went steeply straight up 500ft + to the top. We
only had rubber soled boots. The rock was glazed in a thin sheet of ice in which | cut the tiniest steps up, very
quickly realising that there was no possibility of reversing back down. | kept prete nding | could see brightness
at the top and cajoled him all the way with amazingly neither of us falling off. A year later he showed me his
still disco loured toes from frostbite.

However my closest shave was 10 years lder. | was standing on the top of the Cairngorm Corbett Sgor Mor but
decided to drop down to get out of the strong wind. As | had got about 5 yards away | heard a roar and looked
back straight into the face of a terrified fighter pilot who had clearly misj udged his height. 2 seconds earlier and
we would both have been wiped out.

The Unwin Baglog: Dan & Maisie exploits!

Our bagging tends to be rather randorwe have no master plan, or patlar list which we are working to; however,

our local Mountain Cln K R 'y W9 @S NS & for 201¢-&meinBersBally th® Ketglits oSeyetySnountain

GKSe OfAYDd 9 GKS KAIKSald G2aGFrt 6AyaAL 19ySR 20lKdaw usRagR34A Y F £ dz
new hills, of which 22 were Marilyns, #umps, and 176 Tumps. We managedjéd out on about 50 days, with 45 of

them seeing new hills added to our totals. We began 2019 seeing the New Year in on top of Beaanm Hitlalhill.

January also saw us bag Myartivhich was not as difficult a8 SQR 6 SSy S E LIS OlishiytHedPowyL S 6 NHz N
Carneddau which are a fine set of hills. This was the first of several expeditions to the Powys / Herefordshire border area

in 2019. Edt year we drop Beckie off at Gatwieland slowly we are adding touo South Downs tally 2019 was no

exception, with Box Hill & a few others being ticked off.

hdzNJ FANBRBG WSELISRAGAZYQ 2F HAwMb-upatkd&wi, withl-ahilitaky@ppmaciand NB Ay
everything planned to get the most out of tliay) was to Anglesey. The planneg ti® Puffin Island had to be aborted

due to the swell, so instead we spent 2 days bagging every hill & trig on Anglesey, working our way arouwukivisecl

fashion.

In May we attempted the
Berwyn horseshoe for the GodorandMoel Poethion from Cadair Beyw

4th time - the previous 3
attempts having to be cut
short due to appalling
weather. Fourth time
lucky - we had a
magnificent day in the
hills, bagging all 14
summits, not bad as the
day S¥F2NB 6SQ
in Yorkshire bagging hills
around Scarborough s
whilst waiting for the ' &
Tour De Yorkshireto ——
finish! Our last hill of the Berwyn round was Godarl A 34808 Tuinp
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June saw us car camping at Bwich y Groes so we could attack theokesrzsweekend, 10 tél done & surprisingly dry

underfoot. July & we were back in Wales, this time@anping in the midge infested forests to the E of the Rhinogs. A
4dz00Saa¥dzZ (g2 RIFI@&AZ Ay RNE g 02f R ¢ NE ldp 8fNIbel Mohwynfiz @ A y It &
YSIyAy3a ¢SQfft KIFE@S G2 NBOGdzNY i a2YS LRAyldo®

In August we decided to bag thadi grassy hills on either side of the A470 between Dolgellau & Dinas Mawddwy. On the
drive up on Friday we stopped off to bag the hills of the Breideemest, with three doa. Saturday saw us on the hills to

the south of the road, with the high point (imoth senses) being the fine rounded Maesglase. We descended via the
waterfall at Craig Maesglase fine place for a wild camp. The following day vael three smaller walksthe first to bag

the three hills to the N of the A470, then it was a quick dbaek to Bwich y Groes to bag Moel y Cerrig Duon before
another drive- this time heading back on the way homw finish the Breidden Hills with ané evening ascent of Md

y Golfa.

Living in the South of England means Scotland is a major undertakgeg to - so our only trip there in 2019 was in

l dz3dzad® alAaAS KIR alAR aKS gl ayQi &dz2NB dwagfpdrkingd@ngay 3 o0 O]
the top of Glen Nevis with a traverse of Aonach Beag & Aonach Mor, with a fewhdtkénrown in, on the cards. Luckily
Beckie was with us so whilst she went off on her MTB Maisie & | had a cracking day, starting with a lomg Stymt a'

Bhuic & finshing with a long descent back to the Nevis Range car park where Beckie wag feaitis. As it turned out

this would be the only Scottish walk of the year as the weather was awful for the next few days. So we cut short our
Munroing, & decided to hedgeur bets by following the good weathewhich was in North Wales. This was haadywe

had to be there anyway for the rescheduled Puffin Island trip. Arriving two days early for Puffin Island gave us the chance
to walk the Glydersrbm W to E (although wkeft Tryfan for another day) and the Carneddau from N tcaSine day

which sawus on Drum early in the morning & on Pen yr Ole Wen in the late afternoon, the day having been nothing but
eight hills and sunshine. Luckily the swedls fine so the folloimmg day Maisie & | & eight others made the once in a
lifetime (ie once is enough!'trip to Puffin Island. Only 4 of us were brave enough to push our way through to the
Monastery.

Our last trip of the summer holidays found us in Breaks so whilst Bedle took part in an off road bike challenge, Maisie
& | had a fine time in the Ea8terndale area, where Maisie scared herself & me by tackling the pinnacle on the end of
Parkhouse Hill, a climb which turned out to be a rather exgagade Il scramble. Waanaged another 14 hills that day.

Having done all of the Welsh Furths bar Tnyfare decided in September to finish off the Lakeland ones. Saturday saw

us heading for Sca Fell via Foxes Tarn and on Sunday we completed the SkiddanE S &4 K 2 SiQUIlbckRkE § RA Yy 3 @
Carl Side before heading back over Cockup. With October weedttidorego camping and were back in Kington & the

Powys / Herefordshire border area. This time we managed 13 new hills, including Black Mixenevasdemded in thick

fog - finding the top of Great Creigau was not easy in the fog, but thankfully teeateiared just at the right time. We

were back in the same area for another 6 hills just before Christmas.

Just after Christmas we joined a largewgp in the Lakes, andjain, whilst Beckie went off on her bike, Maisie & | managed

24 new hills and seval re-ascents. One of the new hills was Beacon Fell, which was fellow RHSoc member Denise

a0t StftlryQa onnniKe® 2S5 FAY koikhé tep of thevdioMad &f CanistonOMaisig/ \ion thek S & dzy
Everest Challengeshe managed to bag 276 hillejpeats are allowed) one more than me in 2019.

Andy TomkinBaglogstorms, ants, ladders and tegragges

Marilyns were few and far between, asth€h NBa i dzy Oft AYOSR 2ySa IINS y2¢g o K2dNNHE
all, kicking off in January withip to Dumfries and Galloway with James (aged 9) to climb Killyleoch Hill (239.7m P151.6m),
together with Bexcon Hill (215m P121m) and White Hill oND8S 3t S&4 6HMHY tonYo ® ¢KS ySEG =
gKSYy WFYSa yR L Of AYpBdHil{4@mepIyR) acdy adburgh Hilhdddrh P75m) WeYgot caught

in a thunderstorm on the way down fron08 6 QR CSf f = ¢ KA OK himhadoilisEdo& Sark\Wouds3ai | Yy R Y
a while afterwards. In August James and | climbed Doune Hill (734rmiP&88 Doune Hill East Top (701m P79m) on a

muggy afternoon with lots of annoying flying ants; thiswas Jafle FA NBE G DNI} KIF Y& ¢KNevisyddEG R @
a perfect day with sunshine and good visibility. However, a poor choice of route by me thatiittook us nearly 12

hours. We started at the north face car park, went up to the CIC Hut and thenar&md to the tourist path to climb

to the summit. Still, we did get to see a lot of the hill. Our trip finished with a climb of Bidean Batblzrd (528m

P263m) and we were both impressed with the views down Loch Linnhe and up to Ben Nevis. Nhaliast of the year
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came during October Hiaterm on a trip to the Kingdom of Fife with James and Holly (aged 7). We climbed West Lomond
(522m P40/), East Lomond (448m P155m) and Largo Law (290m P197m).

Other notable hills included Great Links Tor (582#i2m) and Amicombe Hill (584m P36m) ontfaor, with Mark

Trengove. Mark brought a telescopic ladder and we took it in turns to carry on to tbe mdook a little while to find

the optimum placement against the base of the tor and we still had soasg scrambling to do once above the ladder

odzi gAGK2dzi AlG 6S ¢2dAd RyQi KIFI@S 320G dzl) G KS d@amddigotf a23 Ly
up at 5 am to be sure of a parking place. The next day | did The Dodds, Stybarrow Dodd (843c7y ®pY 0 X 2 | (a2 Yy Q:
and Great Dodd (88n P109m), as well as Clough Head (726m P108m). It was an absolutely freezing day, far colder than
anyd® Rd2NAYy3a GKS gAYGSNI YR GKSNB gSNByQil Ylyeée 20KSNJ LIS2LJ

Whilst climbing Dodd (502m P110m) in Marklolly saw Skiddaw and expressed a desirditob it. At the end of June,

we drove up on a Friday night and camped near the summit of Latrigg (888m) and the next day we climbed Skiddaw

Little Man (865m P61m), Skiddaw (931m P709m) and Lonscale Befi PAOm. It was far higher and further thiolly

ever imagined but | was very proud of her because she did it. Unfortunately, | sprained a knmemntign the descent

and this kept me off the hills for a month and, at the time of writing this in lateddamN® = A G A ay Qd O2 Y LI S

In Julya trip to Vienna to visit family gave James and | an opportunity to go to the Alps. We climbed Sch(elery
tMonyYOoX GKS Y2ad SFradSNIieée wnnnyY LISIE] Ay (KBasthrildd@do | yR |
have gone above 2000m ftre first time and at bagging his first Austrian state highpoint, as Schneeberg is the highest
mountain in Niederdsterreich. A couple of days later we bagged another state highpoint, when we climbed
Hermannskogdgl542m P165m), the highest hill in Vienftavas a beautiful walk in the forests of the Wienerwald and we

were looking forward to some stunning we from the tower near the summit, the Habsburgwarte. When we got there,

we were disappointed to see thatwtas closed. We did, however, get some go@vs of Vienna on the descent.

My main aim for the year was to climb 100 Tumps. The bagging yeaSiRsh2y bSé , SI ND&a 90S A GK |
(596m P35m) and Redshaw Moss (545m P41m), in the Yorkshit® Dhé latter was unusual because | partkedicar

at a higher elevation than the summit of the hill and | finished the walk with an ascened iiaimy efforts to bag 100

Tumps, finishing on 99 but | was very pleased with my successful and variéagogegy.

Dave Irong8aglog: round Britaim 27 Marilyns

| only managed to climb 27 Marilyns in 2019, to boost my total to 1228. This did iscloaeexcellent hills in Scotland,

notably Beinn nan Cabar, climbed via Glen Beasdale. This is a roggfy, @nd complex hill, tougher than some Maos.

{SOSNIt 2G4KSNJ KAffta Ay GKA& | NBI 2F {O020f I PRDKR&AXKI ANDS y
Sidhean Mor. Further north in Scotland, | finally got round to climbing Maiden Papy attalble little hill. | visited a

few eay hills in England, Win Green being the gentlest. Hutton Roof Crag, with limestone pavements, dezlsard

easy walk. My Welsh Marilyns included Mynydd Carningli, a bold hill with a rocky summit créseanidFawr, a hill of

green pasture with @ublic footpath to the top. Bryn Amlwg was my final Marilyn of 2019. This summit is on the edge

of Trannon, once a fine moor but now taken over by Carno Wind Farm. The ascent of Bryn Amlwg from Carno is via a
lovely grass track all the way to the tpgint.

Jonathan Appleby Baglog: Lewis backpack; Kilda anticlimax
| managed 13 new Marilyns in 2019, lgilmg my Marilyn total to 675.

The highlight of 2019 for me was a twiay backpack over the hills of Notttarris in September. A planned St. Kilda t

had been put on hold for a couple of days because of the sea state, but the weather on Harrisawatalétle windy.

Colin Gilmour and | took the opportunity and headed off from Miabhaig, strikinbeiplopes to reach Uisgneabhal Mor.

A trawerse over to Teéileasbhal was enlivened by a terrific wind blasting across the bealach, but from thgseéhined

down a little on the walk out to Stulabhal, where we surprised a sea eagle in the crags.a wftbafternoon brewup

we headed down Glem Stuladail and hauled our weary bodies up to a high camp on the north shoulder of Ulabhal at
about 470m What a glorious spot to watch the light fade and the stars come out!

The next day dawned fine and we conted our daunder over Ulabhal and onto &ibhal, dropping down into Gleann
Chliostair before climbing back up (slowly) onto Tiorga Mor. Someiagazws from these hills, and we had a crystal
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clear day for it. Another brewp at Braigh Bheagarais, @then (dumping the packs at the head oé&in Leosaid) we

indulged in some shameless bagging by climbing Huiseabhal Mor. Much later, aftalith@ivdown Gleann Leosaid

we regained the tarmac and prepared for a long walk back to the car on sore Begtwere rescued by three Gaelic

teachess who stopped and offered us a lift back to Meabhaigh 06 KA 2 & aA0K | Q f SdzakH,&kRK &S23>
chairdean!

High camp on Ulabhal, looking north to LedsAppleby)

After Harris, St. Kilda fedtlittle bit like an antclimax. The sea state had improved just enough for us to make the voyage
over, but our arrival coincided with low cloud and persistent drizzle, making the ascents of Oiseabaahdloand
Mullach Bi rather damp affairs. Goadvigation practice though.

| SNBQa (G2 | FNHAGFdzZ &SIFINIAYy (GKS KAftta Ay wnuwn F2N FEfH

David Stallar@aglog: 1500 Simm; Wild North and Deep Southf Scotland

I've changed focus a bit this year and laginally got round to working out how many Sirar'd been up in the Spring of
2018 and found I'd been up just over 1340. So it seemed worth condigtran them a bit and | was in reach of the
Corridor of Famenark by the start of the year just pasfinally reached it in July on Breabag's North TH§E).

Most of my outings have been day trips in the Monadhliath or the Northern Highlands anddhaged to enjoy some
great, long days. The highlight of the year was probably 3 days from Duag Britlgeckptoring the magnificent, wild
country southof it. A third ascent of Seana Bhraigh (Section 15A), from the north this time, was special. | ddnende
the scramble up the Creag an Duine ridge, with breathtaking views into the northern corries. Whgt ateep climb it

is from Strath Mulzie to thetart of the scrambling! | went out over Creag Dhubh and Meall nham Bradhan which gave a
tough but revarding 12hour day in beautiful weather. A similar walk, stitching together the outlying Dodds and Simms
of that very remote Corbett, Carn Ban (15A agaia¥ also very memorable, though in not such good weather. Strong
winds and blowing spindrift testeché determination that day. There is some fascinating geology in this area with
numerous crags and intereisg solifluction patterns in the gravel and bder scree on the ridge summits.

Had another great day with fine views going over the western secfidheoFannichs main ridge from Loch Droma with
my son. These were new Munros for him. We ended up cowfingver Sgurr Mor, Meall nam Peithirean and Beirath
Mhor Fannaich. It was a hot, hot day and though we kept drinking | still lost 4 Ibs that day!
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| only managed one londistance trip this year, basing myself at Abington beside the M74 in the ScBtiisters for 3

nights. | got two very wet daysne involving two separate walks up Cairn Table and Common Hill and the next 3 different
walks up otherSection 27 Marilyns. The sun did shine on my last day there, thank goodness, when | completed Section
27A on Blaeloch Hill. What a panorama out over Bi¢h of Clyde it gives you.

A second, planned trip to the Scottish Borders was thwarted by backgmnsbivhich have cleared up now but stopped
any serious walking for 6 or 7 weeks in the autumn. Och virdy'll still be there next year!

SeeingSuilven Really Climbing Suilven
This is not the viewpoint; Today,
this is the view. | dojustice
to the fortress mountain
The raven shrieks the joy of seeing which is the mountain of mountains
what the landboundo not see to me.
and soars Not just in reaching the highest summit
beyond sight. its perpendicular castle walls
defying tre western gales
Roderick Manson that leaves its back door
not wide
but open

along the crest of a weathexcked spine.

Nor yet attaining that sandstone turret
that stolidly centres the ridge,

its myriad ramparts

in ominous prospect

solidifying into steps.

But for thefirst time ascending the third
the lowest

(judge not by stature)

that easy rock climb,

thowgh not thaeasy

when gravity is not your friend.

Today,

| do justice to this mountain,
always provided this mountain
does not execute justice

on me.

RoderickManson
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Margaret Squires: Marilyns for Newbies: a pictorial guide

Marilyn baggers often approach Migns having done the Munros, and may expect that the sub2000chillkl hardly
present as much of a challenge as their loftier cousins. But thinknhgThis short guide presents some of the new
G SOKY A lj dzS aeeditdéain Fodedatr@d i€ forgéned.

T

Awaystaying.

e~

?! Catflappin
% pping

Brackening
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Gill Stephens (the editor of Relative Matters) apolsgs for omitting Ron Bell's baglog from the printed editioof
Relative Matters; this was awoversight We hope that you will enjoy reading the baglog in this ami edition.

Ron BelBaglog11l new Marilyns? new knees
2018 total + climbed in 2019 (+ armchair bag)tal at end of 2019

Ireland excluded from Mrilyns and Simms totals

Purely Relative Other RHSoc Approved Lists

Tumps: 1337 + 29 + 1 = 1367 Simms: 1087 + 11 = 1098

Humps: 845 + 12 = 857 Marilyn-Simms: 637 + 11 = 648

Marilyns 693 1 = 704 Dodds: 68 + 2 70
Marilyn-Dodds: 19 + 0 = 19
Sibs: 12 + 6 12

In March 2019 | had knee replacement surgery on both knees at the same time. Apart from onéddedd February,

this prevented any hill bagging until, on"2&pril, | conquered the Tump of Dyker Law (#14063 321m P35) with my wife
Jane. This wasless than 1km stroll gently upwards on crutchdsit | was ecstatic as it marked my return to hilllkiag.

My first post2 L) & LINE LIS NJ K-Sirinf af Carméa KEsgairin i¢g46 81y m P173) near Inverness, was done on
5 June, and | am now fullgcovered and painlessly hill walking much more quickly and confidently than before.

Because of the re=l to recaver from the surgery, |
only managed a total of 29 Tumps during the yeq
of which 11 were Marilyysimms. One of these
was the highest pointf Dartmoor, High Willhays
(#2877 621m P537), done with my wife, and
friends and two dogs with whomewvere stging. |
Nearby Yes Tor (#2878 619m P24) used to

thought the summit of Dartmoor and was visite!
first, but is now merely a suSimm.

My 10 Sottish MarilynSimms were an absolutq
joy and included the Caithness hills of Morve
(#1150 706m P574) dnScaraben(#1151 626m
P331).

The finest hill during the year, certainly the one that gave me most pleasure, was Carnan Cruithneachd (#856 728m P220).
This dominates the South side of Glen Elchaig (fairly near Eilean Donan Castle) as you walk orheydiemupavards

Iron Lodge; 10 miles in- at the far end. My first attempt at Cruithneachd in July was from Glen Elchaig, but failed due to
lack of tme caused by a combination of residual slowness from the knee surgery and a 300m very steep patldess slop
of waisthigh bracken. Six weeks later, | tried again from the other (boring) side. This was much easier and the final
scramble to the summit was remded by the sudden revelation of a stunning panorama of the whole of Glen Elchaig in
glorious sunshine.

Tocomple GKS {a/ acCdAft 1 2dzaS¢z L KIF@S nH DNIKFYa STl G2
Scottish MarilyrSimms will requireonly a further 11 hills beyond that, and | might also manage the English ones, Old
age, however, would, fear, cath up with me before | could do the Welsh ones, so | might instead concentrate on the
Upper Tier of the Marilyns Hall of Fame (1000 required)

| am very much looking forward to a good bag in 2020!
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_G_Ien Elchaié

Mark Trengove Baglog: Gt Links highlightaHbwlight

Marilyns +8 = 725
HuMPs 49 =1118
Tumps +72 =2089
Dodds +23 = 407

2019 proved to be not onefany best years, in terms of bagging relative hills. Mamstwere to Cumbria, in order to
finish the Wainwrights. Most of those | had left were of negligible or no prominence. | completed them in October,
leaving me free to spread my bagging furtladield.

Highlights of the year included a mad overnight tripAipril down to Dartmoor to join up with Aly Tomkins to scale
Great Links Tor 589m, P112m (Region 4), with the help of a rather heavy collapsible ladder.

In September | was on Harris for a weekiting for the geahead to St Kilda. During the wait, inllkant weather, | whiled

away the time wih an ascent of An Cliseam 799m, P799m (Section 24B) and a bonus day with Sea Harris for traverses
over the high points on Taransay and Scarp on a flahining seas and whitmiled eagles. Eventually a brief ather

and sea window opened for one night dlirta. The rain and fog began as we landed, and did not really let up until we
got back to Leverburgh the following evening. The weather, couplédthe fact that the main island resembled a
(M.O.D) buildingsite, did not leave me with a favourablapression. | will not be hastening back to bag any more hills
there. Maybe humans should just leave these islands alone to the wildlife, underrthefdhe United Nations?

In October my meagre crop of moregoninent hills ended with ascents of Ben &&20m, P531m (Section 16E) and Ben
Loyal 764.2m, P609m (Section 16B) on days of rather wild weather. A crawling gait was required on the ktdr to r
the galeblasted summit.

My resolution for 2020 is to fars, in Scotland at least, on hills of a$e 500 metres of prominence, in order to advance
my worldwide peakbaggingtotalsWo F 33Ay 3 gAGK2dzi 02NRSNBRQO®
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Jon Foote: Rescued

Slight slip. Unbaly OSRX NBolf I yOSad ¢ NX LILISR I ? BidosatedelbBw® Gt dp, it Kah. DR & y 2
myFSSGd ¢KAA KdNIidad 2KSNBQa LIy 320 G2K daL!bHé 1SQft 02V

LGQa +  6SI dzii A Tveldtte dReéridah afll 8@  safells and Wasdale Head from Scoat Eefoote)
would have been down on easy ground in Mosedale -

dusk, then a drink at WasdaHead before the familiar walks
up to Burnmoor Lodge under the stars.

Can | get down there under my own steam and get a lift
an ambulance to Whiteha&en? This will be slow and ver
painful; can | do it at all? We walk for a couple of hundrg®
yards down ke broad ridge towards Wind Gap, wit

RAFFAOMzZA G R26y | tAGGE S LAY D -
azdzy il Ay wSa0dzSKé &Thatdecides
KAYT AF 5FRZ FIN Y2NB SEL S ySS

someone who does know. He calls 998 answers a few
guestions. We can describe where we are accurately.

¢KSYy LIy &dA3Saida L aAd R246YyI 6KAGMKAKKRYREYRDOWZNRB R Ofi &R
dislocation. Must be a fracture, quite a bad one. Sunis gettinglovda KA GSNA Y 3 aGF Nliad h@dSNII &SN
getting my arm through the armhole. Right arm through, drape over left. It keeps slipging of

Message comes in to say Paul from Duddon MR out nearby, will be with us in 40 minutes. Threeladidimbed my
old favourite climb, the New West on Pillar Rock. We wait, shivering violently. At least lan can move around, but mostly
he acts as a wilbreak for me.

Getting dark. lan spots movement on Pillar. A figure creeps down, then up towards gia/eldane paracetamol and
AO0dzLINEFSYI GKAOK R2y Qi KI @S lyed y20A0SHofS SFFSOlad ¢KS 2
can wih orange plastic and blunt scissors. | shiver, which pleases them.

Lights down in Wind Gap Cove, approagfid &f 2g¢6f &8 9@SydGdzZfte GKS R23 al NI& I N
KADBS 2F OGAGAGED a{ dzO01 2y ( drblaad £l feYkeSH (9 yAlyRayl2l By (gf 28NJ (82  Ao(SaH
bothy bag over us, and soon a gentle mist of condéosavhenever the fabric moves. They warm me up with heat mats,

cut my expensive sleeves and stabilise my arm in a splint. | am asked a few dozeangquastepeating theme

throughout. They examine me for further injuries; there are none except a tagegand a small very colourful abdominal

bruise which | notice two days later. | am very alert, high on nitrous oxide, and fascinated by their mdet, k
professionalism. Not bad for szalled amateurs.

There is talk of a helicopter. They transfer me tstr&tcher, strap me in and decide to undertake a carry down to the
cove below. This proves to be a bit bumpy and includes some sledging where the @grsuitable. | have a nice view of
stars, mostly Cassiopeia, and | can hear the effort the Cockernteath are making, and their coordinating calls and
concentration. All that hard work, for me. Very humbling.

The helicopter arrives at last andable to land, so no winching. The

ride is a noisy disappointment, my view restricted to the ceiling and a

few straps. lan comes too, but is not that impressed either. Transfer

G2 FYodZ  yOS 2y 2FrfySe LatrkryR o0l yQi
and off to Furness General for A&E, a phone chat with Heather
(apparently | was still high and ridiculously chegrfutray, then

AYOUNI @Sy 2dza Y2NLIKAYS 2y (GKS g NR® b
anaesthetic, pieces of ulna plated together, and the start of regover

punctuated with pain relief tablets.

Photo: Cockermout
Mountain Rescue Tes

A lovely day on Scoat Fell and Steeple, one to remember.
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Margaret §uires: Marilyns for Newbies: a pictorial guide (Part 2)
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